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In a bid to collect more data on liver
cancer, the National Cancer Centre
Singapore (NCCS) has inked a deal
with two partners to set up a region-
al cancer registry over the next few
years.

This will involve monitoring
some 2,000 liver cancer patients

from seven to eight countries – in-
cluding Singapore – and finding out
which treatments work best.

Experts will also look at issues
such as when patients are diag-
nosed, and if cost is an issue when
patients choose between different
forms of treatment.

The centre will work with the Sin-
gapore Clinical Research Institute
(SCRI) and healthcare technology

firm IMS Health Asia. They signed a
memorandum of understanding on
Friday at the Asia-Pacific Hepato-
cellular Carcinoma Trials Group Sci-
entific Forum.

“(Liver cancer) is... very relevant
to us,” said Associate Professor
Teoh Yee Long, chief executive of
SCRI. More than 80 per cent of liver
cancer cases are in the Asia-Pacific,
he added. In Singapore, it is the

fourth-most common cancer
among men. It is also among the top
five most common cancer deaths
for both genders.

The first phase of the project will
involve countries such as Japan, Chi-
na and South Korea, and could be
extended as more partners come
on board.

“Even setting up a single registry
in a single country is difficult, so this

is a big challenge,” Prof Teoh said.
The available data on liver cancer

varies from country to country, said
Professor Pierce Chow, a senior
consultant surgeon at NCCS. The
registry will help to overcome this,
he said, and provide a big-picture
overview of the disease and what
happens to those who have it. The
hope is that their findings will be
able to inform government policy
here and abroad.

For example, Prof Chow said, the
study could find data suggesting
that screening for liver cancer early
– though costly – works out to be
cheaper overall than picking up the

disease at a late stage.
“Having this kind of information

allows policy agencies to allocate
their resources accordingly in a
way that benefits patients the
most,” he said.

At Friday’s forum, NCCS also
signed a separate agreement with
local bioanalytics firm InvitroCue.

They will be working on a study of
100 patients from at least five coun-
tries to try and better understand
cancer disease patterns and how
they relate to an individual person’s
genetic data.
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An accident involving an oil tanker
on the Pan-Island Expressway
(PIE) resulted in diesel being
spilled on the tarmac, causing a traf-
fic snarl that lasted for around four
hours yesterday afternoon.

The spill occurred after the Ju-
rong Town Hall Road exit on the
east-bound side, and two lanes
were closed, with slow-moving traf-
fic tailing as far back as 2km. Work-
ers had to clean up the diesel and re-
surface the road.

This is the second such incident
in a week – on Friday, an oil spill on
the Bukit Timah Expressway (BKE)

led to a massive clean-up operation
and caused huge traffic jams.

The Singapore Civil Defence
Force (SCDF) said it was alerted to
the oil spill at around 1.40pm, and
sent a fire engine to the scene.

The accident involved a tipper
truck and an oil tanker. No injuries
were reported, said the Singapore
Police Force.

The Land Transport Authority
(LTA) sent out alerts on its Twitter
channel, advising motorists to seek

alternative routes due to the lane
closures.

The slip roads of Bukit Batok
Road and Jurong Town Hall Road
were also closed temporarily due to
the oil spill, the LTA said.

Motorists were advised to enter
the PIE farther down via Toh Guan
Road.

Student Jollyn Cheong, 24, who
drove past the scene at around
3pm, said: “Traffic was really slow.
It took me about half an hour to

clear the accident site.”
Ms Cheong estimated that the

spill stretched for 300m.
“All the lanes except lane 1 were

closed. There were many police
cars at the scene, with officers try-
ing to redirect traffic,” she said.

When The Straits Times visited
the scene at around 5.30pm, traffic
was inching along on the first lane,
and the second and third lanes
were closed for road repaving.

An LTA spokesman confirmed

that one lane was reopened at 6pm
and the other, at 7.05pm.

On Friday, the accident on the
BKE in the morning caused oil to
leak from a Malaysian-registered
palm-oil tanker.

A 12-hour operation was needed
to clean up the spill, which oc-
curred just after the Mandai exit in
the south-bound direction.
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Workers
resurfacing the
affected section
of PIE yesterday
after the
accident
involving a
tipper truck and
an oil tanker
caused the
diesel spill. SCDF
said it was
alerted to the oil
spill at around
1.40pm.
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2 lanes of PIE closed for clean-up after crash
involving oil tanker, causing long traffic jam

Oil spill on the east-bound 
Pan-Island Expressway
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